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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: CPU as cited 
in the specification is numbered as 210 while referring to the drawing in figure 2 the 
CPU is numbered as 102. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Drawings 

The drawings are objected to because in figure 3 Mail Delivery is numbered as 
S302 while and Trap Recognized is also numbered as S302 while in the specification 
the numbering is S304 and S30303, respectively. Corrected drawing sheets in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should 
include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if 
only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing 
should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the 
appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, 
the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief 
description of the several views of the drawings for consistency. Additional replacement 
sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. Each 
drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top 
margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If 
the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and 
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informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 
35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 46-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claims 46-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. The program claimed is merely a set of 
instructions per se. Since the computer program is merely a set of instructions not 
embodied on a computer readable medium to realize the computer program 
functionality, the claimed subject matter is non-statutory. See MPEP § 2106 IV.B.1. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 1-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Motoyama et al. (EP 1003307) hereinafter Motoyama in view of Kelly et al. (EP 

0150273) hereinafter Kelly. 
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Regarding claim 1 , Motoyama discloses a communication controller for 
controlling communication between an apparatus and a network (fig. 4, multiport 
communication interface), comprising: obtaining means (fig. 3, cpu) for obtaining 
information concerning the apparatus (col. 9, lines 5-24); message creating means (fig. 
6A, user agent) for creating a message based on the information obtained by said 
obtaining means in a language determined by said language determining means (col. 
1 1 , lines 49-50); and notifying means (fig. 6A, Message transfer agent) for delivering a 
message created by said message creating means (col. 11, lines 50-55). 

Motoyama does not disclose expressly a language determining means for 
determining a language for creating a message. 

Kelly discloses a language determining means for determining a language for 
creating a message (pages 6 and 7). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify Motoyama per the teaching of Kelly for the following reason: by 
having a determining means for determining a language for creating a message will 
allow a user at a different location (another country) to understand the message, i.e. the 
sender uses language AAA and the receiver uses language BBB. The language AAA 
has to be converted to language BBB so that the receiver can understand the message 
(Kelly, page 6). 

Regarding claim 2, the combination discloses the communication controller 
according to claim 1 , wherein said language determining means determines a language 
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based on location information obtained from said device indicating a location (Kelly, 
page 6, paragraph 2). 

Regarding claim 3, the combination discloses the communication controller 
according to claim 2, wherein said location information indicates a location where the 
apparatus is used, or to which the apparatus is shipped, or where the apparatus is 
manufactured, or where the apparatus is sold (Kelly, page 6, paragraph 2). 

Regarding claim 4, the combination discloses the communication controller 
according to claim 1, wherein said language determining means determines a language 
based on language information that indicates a language to be used for the panel 
display on the apparatus (Kelly, page 6, paragraph 2). 

Regarding claim 5, the combination discloses the communication controller 
according to claim 1 , wherein said language determining means determines a language 
based on information obtained from the apparatus indicating a destination to which the 
apparatus is shipped (it is well known in the art that a code is set in an apparatus 
specifying specific language for that device where it will be shipped to, i.e. the country, 
which is default language at initial setup of the device). 

Regarding claim 6, the combination discloses the communication controller 
according to claim 1 , wherein said language determining means determines a language 
based on information indicating a product name of the apparatus (Kelly, page 6, 
paragraph 2). 

Regarding claim 7, the combination discloses the communication controller 
according to claim 1 , wherein said language determining means determines a language 
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based on location information set in a job to be processed by the apparatus indicating a 
location (Kelly, page 6, paragraph 2). 

Regarding claim 8, the combination discloses the communication controller 
according to claim 1, wherein said language determining means determines a language 
based on a character code type for owner information that indicates an owner of a job to 
be processed by the apparatus (Kelly, page 6, paragraph 2). 

Regarding claim 16, the combination discloses the communication controller 
according to claim 1 , comprising: controlling means for determining the state of the 
apparatus based on information indicating the state of the apparatus and for controlling 
a message delivery by said notifying means in accordance with the result of the 
determination (Motoyama, col. 5, lines 20-25, col. 11, lines 24-58). 

Regarding claim 17, the combination discloses the communication controller 
according to claim 1, wherein said message creating means determines the state of the 
apparatus based on information indicating a state of the apparatus and creates a 
message content in accordance with the result of the determination (Motoyama, col. 5, 
lines 20-25, col. 1 1 , lines 24-58). 

Regarding claim 18, the combination discloses the communication controller 
according to claim 1, comprising: controlling means for determining the state of the 
apparatus based on information indicating a state of the apparatus and for controlling a 
message delivery by said notifying means in accordance with set values indicating 
conditions for delivering a message and the result of the determination (Motoyama, fig. 
17, conditions such as paper jams, etc.) 
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Regarding claim 19, the combination discloses the communication controller 
according to claim 1, wherein said message creating means determines the state of the 
apparatus based on information indicating a state of the apparatus and creates a 
message content in accordance with set values indicating conditions for delivering a 
message and the result of the determination (Motoyama, fig. 17, conditions such as 
paper jams, etc.). 

Regarding claim 20, the combination discloses the communication controller 
according to claim 1, wherein said message creating means inserts into a message 
sentence prepared in advance a message based on information obtained by said 
obtaining means (Motoyama, fig. 17, col. 20, lines 1-37). 

Regarding claim 21, the combination discloses the communication controller 
according to claim 1 , wherein it consists of a network board to be mounted on the 
apparatus (Motoyama, fig. 3, multi-port comm. i/f, it is well known in the art that the i/f. 
card can be on a board mounted on the apparatus making it easy to replace or upgrade 
when desired). 

Regarding claims 9 and 12, Motoyama discloses a communication controller for 
controlling communication between an apparatus and a network (fig. 4, multi-port 
communication interface), comprising: obtaining means (fig. 3, cpu)for obtaining 
information concerning the apparatus (col. 9, lines 5-24); and notifying means (fig. 6A, 
Message transfer agent) for delivering a message created by said message creating 
means. 
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Motoyama does not disclose expressly a message creating means for creating a 
message based on the information obtained by said obtaining means in a language 
specified for each destination to which the message is to be sent. 

Kelly discloses a message creating means for creating a message based on the 
information obtained by said obtaining means in a language specified for each 
destination to which the message is to be sent (pages 6 and 7). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify Motoyama per the teaching of Kelly for the following reason: by 
having a determining means for determining a language for creating a message will 
allow a user at a different location (another country) to understand the message, i.e. the 
sender uses language AAA and the receiver uses language BBB. The language AAA 
has to be converted to language BBB so that the receiver can understand the message 
(Kelly, page 6). 

Regarding claim 10, the combination discloses the communication controller 
according to claim 9, comprising: setting means for setting a combination of a 
destination and a language; and storing means for storing information indicating a 
combination of a destination and a language being set (Kelly, page 6). 

Regarding claim 1 1, the combination discloses the communication controller 
according to claim 9, comprising: sending means for sending to an external apparatus 
data describing a setting screen view for specifying a combination of a destination and a 
language, wherein settings for a destination and a language are made at said setting 
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screen view displayed on the external apparatus (it is well known in the art that at initial 
setup of an apparatus a user can specify setting, such as destination, language, etc.). 

Regarding claim 13, the combination discloses the communication controller 
according to claim 12, comprising: setting means for setting a combination of a 
message content type and a language; and storing means for storing information 
indicating a combination of a destination and a language being set (Kelly, page 6). 

Regarding claim 14, the combination discloses the communication controller 
according to claim 12, comprising: sending means for sending to an external apparatus 
data describing a setting screen view for specifying a combination of a message content 
type and a language, wherein settings for a destination and a language are made at 
said setting screen view displayed on the external apparatus (it is well known in the art 
that at initial setup of an apparatus a user can specify setting, such as destination, 
language, etc.). 

Regarding claim 15, the combination discloses the communication controller 
according to claim 12, wherein message contents include those indicating a job 
termination, an error occurrence, and a need for consumable item replacement or 
replenishing (Motoyama, fig. 17). 

Regarding claims 43 and 46, Motoyama discloses a notification method for 
delivering information indicating a state of an apparatus, comprising (fig. 4, multi-port 
communication interface), comprising: obtaining step (fig. 3, cpu) for obtaining 
information concerning the apparatus (col. 9, lines 5-24); message creating step (fig. 
6A, user agent) for creating a message based on the information obtained by said 
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obtaining means in a language determined by said language determining means (col. 
1 1 , lines 49-50); and notifying step (fig. 6A, Message transfer agent) for delivering a 
message created by said message creating means (col. 11, lines 50-55). 

Motoyama does not disclose expressly a language determining step for 
determining a language for creating a message. 

Kelly discloses a language determining step for determining a language for 
creating a message (pages 6 and 7). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify Motoyama per the teaching of Kelly for the following reason: by 
having a determining step for determining a language for creating a message will allow 
a user at a different location (another country) to understand the message, i.e. the 
sender uses language AAA and the receiver uses language BBB. The language AAA 
has to be converted to language BBB so that the receiver can understand the message 
(Kelly, page 6). 

Regarding claims 44, 45, 47 and 48, Motoyama discloses a notification method 
for delivering information indicating a state of an apparatus, comprising (fig. 4, multiport 
communication interface): obtaining step (fig. 3, cpu) for obtaining information 
concerning the apparatus (col. 9, lines 5-24); and notifying step (fig. 6A, Message 
transfer agent) for delivering a message created by said message creating step. 

Motoyama does not disclose expressly a message creating step for creating a 
message based on the information obtained by said obtaining step in a language 
specified for each destination to which the message is to be sent. 
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Kelly discloses a message creating step for creating a message based on the 
information obtained by said obtaining step in a language specified for each destination 
to which the message is to be sent (pages 6 and 7). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify Motoyama per the teaching of Kelly for the following reason: by 
having a determining step for determining a language for creating a message will allow 
a user at a different location (another country) to understand the message, i.e. the 
sender uses language AAA and the receiver uses language BBB. The language AAA 
has to be converted to language BBB so that the receiver can understand the message 
(Kelly, page 6). 

Regarding claims 22-29 and 37-42 the claims recite limitations that are similar 
and in the same scope of invention as to those in claims 1-8 and 16-21 above and 
combination thereof; therefore, claims 22-29 and 37-42 are rejected for the same 
rejection rationale/basis as described in claims 1-8 and 16-21. 

Regarding claims 30-36 the claims recite limitations that are similar and in the 
same scope of invention as to those in claims 9-1 5 above and combination thereof; 
therefore, claims 30-36 are rejected for the same rejection rationale/basis as described 
in claims 9-15. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrew H. Lam whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
8569. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (9:30-6:00). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David K. Moore can be reached on (571) 272-7437. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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